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REASON FOR HOPE

« Groupe d’Appui Aux Messages » (GAM)

Our objective :

It's an association that aims at
contributing fighting poverty in the
world through social development. The
association supports sustainable
projects aimed at promoting well-being
of the poorest. GAM strives to achieve
its social objectives, when possible in
collaboration with other associations.
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1IN IVORY COAST AND TUUM IN KENYA

The Samburu culture has been pass
down from generation to generation thanks to
its rich oral tradition and the long hours that
pass under the shade of the trees or the gentle
breeze with the light of the new moon, but the
world keeps turning and the changes
continuously happens at a higher speed. We
want to continue to maintain the shade of the
tree as a place of encounter and communion,
but we increasingly need more and better
equipped places, new "areopagus" like Paul in
Athens.

It is for this reason that we are deeply grateful
to GAM and its support for the construction of
the Training center for leaders here in Barsaloi.
It has been several years since the reception
and training center became operational for our
leaders and pastoral agents, but also for all the
neighboring villages; this space plays a
fundamental role in the formation,
preparation, prevention and projection of
religious, social, political, economic and
development life of our community.

There are many and varied meetings,
seminars, encounters, trainings that takes
place there.

From the Barsaloi mission we take full
advantage of this space for the planning and
evaluation of all our activities, pastoral
councils and groups find in this space the best
environment for their preparation and
formation; but it is not only the parish that has
benefited from this project, constantly from
the government and many other non-
governmental organizations use this space for
the realization of their meetings, training and
seminars.

Through this Hall, various meetings
had taken place, such as hygiene and health
seminars, led by an NGO called Amref, to
political and democratic formation of our
leaders by the Justice and Peace Committee
and the Diocese.
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We have also had the possibility to host
meetings from committees for the formation
of small businesses and micro-credits with
another institution called Bomas to
emergency meetings to instruct and dodge
the effects of the increasingly frequent
droughts.

The adult training school, especially women,
has found there a space to share and
continue with their training outside the
classroom, as well as the environmental
clubs we have in each of the public schools.

Women, children, young people, elderly
people, warriors and men from the Samburu
community have had the opportunity to
participate in many and varied meetings in
our training center.

Over the years, the frequent use, the strong
heat and the constant threat of the termites
make us start a project to reform some of
the structures of our center in the short and
medium term, such as tables and chairs,
some of the doors and electrical
connections, plus some of the beds and
shelves in the bedrooms. But we trust in the
providence of the Lord that always manifests
itself in the generosity of men and women of
good will.

This has not only been a hall for doctrine and
training, it has also become a space for
freedom and equality, where gender, age,
language, or educational level are not
barriers to expression but on the opposite
they are bridges for communion and
dialogue.

Thanks again to all of you friends of the GAM
Association and again we invite you to
continue to be linked with all our projects in
favor of development and the proclamation
of the Gospel of the abundant life, but with
quality and justice as Jesus wants it for all of
us.
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