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Even i f  the  wind b lows against  us ,  the
mighty  work goes on:  you can
contr ibute  a  s tanza

Lodung'okwe,  2023.  As  i f  we were  in  the
oven about  to  be  char red  to  death ,  peop le
cry  ou t  fo r  ra in .  The water  has  to  be
scooped ou t  o f  the  sand drop  by  drop  and
th is  task  invo lves  such an  e f fo r t  tha t ,  by  the
even ing ,  the  women who have scooped the
sgu and car r ied  i t  on  the i r  backs  are
exhausted  and brea th less  fo r  any th ing  e lse .
Yes terday ,  Ana Lenkuro ,  who has  th ree
daughters ,  a l l  s tudents ,  a r r i ved  t i red  f rom
herd ing  to  ask  fo r  20  l i t res  o f  water  tha t  she
cou ld  no t  even car ry .  In  these d i f f i cu l t
t imes,  fa i th  inc reases  fo r  those who make
the  e f fo r t .  The women have learned to  va lue
the  work  o f  each day .  There  are  no  goats  fo r
sacr i f i ce ,  debts  a re  no t  repa id ,  and desp i te
the  len iency  o f  the  money lenders ,  the  one
who has  been fo rg iven rages  aga ins t  h is
debtor  fo r  a  smal l  amount .  
There  was  a  man in  Lodung 'okwe who he lped
everyone ,  who gave  adv ice ,  who was  a  man
of  fa i th  and  very  much  apprec ia ted  by  the
communi ty .  One  n ight  he  was  robbed and
k i l led .  The  peop le  know who he  was ,  wh ich
c lan  he  be longs  to  and  they  s imply  say :  " for
our  s ins  we have  no  ra in ,  no  deve lopment ,
no  leaders ,  no  sheep  for  sacr i f i ce ,  no
fat tened  ca lves  for  feast ing ,  we  are  reduced
and exhausted ;  our  an ima ls  d ie ,  our  men
wander  l i ke  s leepwalkers  look ing  for  what  to
do ,  and  end  up  k i l l ing  the  ted ium wi th  l iquor
that  makes  them momentar i l y  forget  the i r
suf fer ing" .

Yesterday  Mpunyak i ' s  mother  came,  a
once s lender  woman,  s t r i cken by  hunger
and tubercu los is ,  wh i le  her  husband l i ves
on ly  fo r  l iquor .  
The drought  has  a lso  a f fec ted  the
growing  e lephant  popu la t ion  and they  are
despera te  fo r  food fo r  the i r  young.  
Recent ly ,  in  Lodung 'okwe,  peop le  b rought
food fo r  the  poores t ,  and a  group o f  g i r l s
brought  a  sack  o f  r i ce  to  share  w i th
orphans and w idows.  What  a  g rea t  ac t ion
by  a  communi ty  overwhe lmed by  hunger
and s t i l l  ab le  to  share  f rom the i r  pover ty .
In  Lodung 'okwe every  day  there  are
women who show us  the i r  s imp l ic i t y ,  the i r
w isdom,  the i r  v i r tuous  femin in i ty .  They
are  the  Samburu  women.  GAM a lso
suppor ts  them as  much as  poss ib le  w i th
i ts  sus ta inab le  p ro jec ts ,  to  he lp  them
grow,  to  empower  them and to  he lp  them
f ina l l y  recogn ise  the  fundamenta l  ro le
they  p lay  in  the i r  communi ty .   

"We are  be ings  fu l l  o f  pass ion .  L i fe  i s
deser t  and oas is .  I t  knocks  us  down,
hur ts  us ,  teaches  us ,  makes us  the
pro tagon is ts  o f  our  own h is to ry .  Though
the  w ind  b lows aga ins t  us ,  the  migh ty
work  goes  on :  you  can cont r ibu te  a
s tanza.  Never  s top  dreaming . "  (Wal t
Whi tman)


