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8th humani tar ian t r ip  of  GAM asbl
Kenya (14  -  25  August  2023)

A group o f  GAM asb l  vo lun teers  t rave l led  to
Kenya,  in  what  was the  8 th  humani ta r ian  t r ip
o f  the  assoc ia t ion ,  to  v is i t  the  pro jec ts  funded
by GAM in  th is  count ry .  
On 17  August ,  in  Tuum,  tak ing  advantage o f
the  v is i t  o f  our  vo lun teers ,  took  p lace  the
inaugura t ion  o f  the  bakery ,  a  GAM 2023
pro jec t  tha t  a ims to  p romote  the  empowerment
o f  Samburu  women.  
The contac t  w i th  the  benef ic ia r ies  o f  the
pro jec ts ,  bu t  a lso  w i th  the  GAM
representa t ives  on  the  ground was cer ta in ly
an  in te res t ing  and enr ich ing  exper ience.  

Test imonia l :  v is i t  to  GAM asbl 's  projects
in  Kenya,  August  2023

 

This  t r ip  was an  exce l len t  oppor tun i ty  to  see
the  ex t raord inary  work  be ing  done by
miss ionar ies  in  Kenya,  suppor ted  by  GAM
asb l .  We v is i ted  th ree  v i l lages  where  GAM is
fund ing  pro jec ts :  Tuum,  Barsa lo i  and
Lodoung 'Okwe.  A l l  th ree  are  s i tua ted  in  a
par t  o f  the  count ry  tha t  i s  very  poor ly
communica ted  ( rocky  roads ,  unpaved t racks
and long d is tances) ,  mak ing  the  work  o f  the
miss ionar ies  even more  d i f f i cu l t .  In  add i t ion ,
many Kenyans to ld  us  tha t  the  Samburu  and
Turkana t r ibes  l i v ing  in  these v i l lages  had
been fo rgo t ten  by  the  government .  Dur ing
our  v is i t ,  the  Lodoung 'Okwe area  was
exper ienc ing  a  per iod  o f  severe  drought ;
women had to  wa lk  more  than an  hour  to
reach the  dry  r i vers ,  where  they  dug a  ho le
in  the  r i verbed to  d raw water .  The Samburu
women,  benef ic ia r ies  o f  one o f  the  pro jec ts  

we v is i ted ,  a imed a t  empower ing  them,
which  s ta r ts  i t s  second phase in  January
2024,  asked us  to  bu i ld  a  we l l  in  the  area
where  they  rece ive  the i r  t ra in ing ,  so  tha t
they  do  no t  have to  wa lk  so  fa r  to  fe tch
water .  They  a lso  gave us  many o ther
ideas  on  how we can cont inue to  he lp
them.

The v is i t s  to  these pro jec ts  showed us
the  t rue  rea l i t y  o f  these vu lnerab le
popu la t ions ,  to  whom GAM wi l l  con t inue
to  prov ide  suppor t  th rough the  f inanc ing
of  p ro jec ts  tha t  meet  the i r  needs ,  bu t  a lso
through the  es tab l i shment  o f  s t rong and
las t ing  par tnersh ips  tha t  a l low a  rea l  and
ef fec t i ve  nor th -south  coopera t ion .  

In  add i t ion  to  ex terna l  a id ,  the  bes t
par tnersh ip  i s  the  loca l  par t i c ipa t ion  o f
the  benef ic ia r ies ,  wh ich  means
empowerment ,  and wh ich  they  do  very
we l l  in  a l l  our  p ro jec ts ,  be ing  a  non-
negot iab le  po l i cy  o f  GAM asb l .  I t  i s  a
mat te r  o f  avo id ing  any  pa terna l i s t i c
th ink ing .


