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1.   Project title 

 

"Training centre for the youth of the Pacific" CFJP 

 

2. Country 

Colombia 

 

3. City 

 

             Cali, Valle del Cauca 

(A region close to the seaside where indigenous and afro-Colombians live together.) 

 

4. Contact and address 

 

Mr Melquisedec Sánchez Villamizar 

 

Cra 25A # 39-27 Barrio el Rodeo, Phone:  +57 2 443 7447 ; mobile:  +57 312 

8667421 

E-mail: melko_kenya@hotmail.com and sanmelco@hotmail.com 

 

5. Project team 

 

"Committee for the youth and the family" - CFJP 

 

GAM wishes to give a certain autonomy to the leaders of CFJP who are willing to 

assume leadership in this project. For this reason we do not give too many details as 

to the concrete actions supported or specific budget lines. Part of our development 

idea rests in empowering and trusting the local leaders whom we consider our 

partners.  

 

 

6. Objective of the project  

 

Creation of a support programme for adolescents, young adults and young couples to 

prevent all social problems related to gangs, vandalism and drug use. These are the 

three main problems encountered by these groups who are trying to find their place in 

society by either working or looking for a decent job.   

 

In this region, the socio-economic conditions are very challenging and integration 

into the formal economy is very difficult, even after finishing school. 

 

 

7.  Project description  

    

A local group has taken responsibility for creating a meeting centre (premises and 

meeting room) with the participation of young people and adults from the "El Rodeo" 
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neighbourhood. This centre will offer the services of psychologists, health 

professionals and family support specialists. Together with representatives of all age 

groups, they will develop programmes that meet the needs of the community. 

 

 

8. Socio-economic evaluation of the beneficiaries  

 

The project will be implemented in a region that has received in recent times the afro-

Colombian communities who were originally located at the Pacific coast and who 

have moved to the department’s capital looking for a better economic future. These 

economic migrants have slowly integrated with the indigenous populations of the 

coast and forests.     

 

Unfortunately, in this process it was not possible to avoid the appearance of ghettos, 

criminal gangs and prostitution which usually accompany poverty. Despite of the 

existing possibilities, the community has to organise itself and find its place in the 

national development policies that are already being rolled out in other parts of the 

country.   

 

 

9. Direct and indirect beneficiaries of the project 
 

By addressing its actions to young entrepreneurs and young couples, the project aims 

at reaching out to a large number of economically vulnerable families who are 

excluded by the economic and social changes that have followed the still weak 

economic development of the area.   

 

Everyone hopes to step out of poverty but it is necessary to address the existing needs 

such as health, basic education, the family needs and the organisation of the 

community life.   

 

 

10. Impact of the project in the region  

 

The youth of the community need to find new points of reference to build their lives 

while respecting the traditional structures of the region, even if these do not evolve as 

fast as required by today’s society. Progress will only be possible if the young 

members of the community are guided and accompanied in their development 

process in a society obsessed with consumerism.  

 

The changes initiated by the young people influence their parents and give everyone 

the possibility of a new organization model in tune with modern society. The youth 

and adults will find their roles in the sustainable changes that will benefit all of them.  

 

The themes that will be addressed in the training centre will concern men and women 

of all ages and will be the result of common development objectives for a population 

of about 40,000 people.  
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11. Expected changes for the population once the project is implemented  

 

There are already a series of social services, both public and private, that are not 

known or mis-used by the families. In the beginning, it will be necessary to 

familiarise them with these services. Further on, it will be necessary to develop new 

services that will address better the needs identified by the beneficiaries. The 

community is ready to work for the development which is already a reality in other 

regions of the country.   

 

 

12. Budget 

 

The expenses will be controlled by the local group already formed in Cali. The 

project will have two or three phases depending on the local participation and the 

requests of the project leaders.  

 

 

Stage I - 2014  Repair and reconditioning of the 

house that currently hosts the 

local group and launch of the first 

healthcare activities for children.  

 

10000€ 

Stage II -  2015 

Stage III -  2016 

 Several training sessions adapted 

to the families’ needs, in co-

ordination with psychologists, 

nurses and teachers. We will 

closely follow their work to 

ensure the success of the 

activities we are funding.  

 

Continue supporting the local 

group to ensure inclusive social 

development.  

 

To be 

determined 

according to 

the progress of 

the action.  

 

 

13. Intervention of other organisations in the project.  

 

The "Committee for the youth and the family" (CFJP) is in contact with several 

organisations and will eventually find the support necessary for its activities. 

Working with a group within a collectivity is better for change than supporting 

individual efforts, even by the most entrepreneurial individuals.  
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Headquarters: Rue Sainte Gertrude, 17-1040 Etterbeek, Brussels, Belgique.  

   

Tel: (+32) (0)2 307 55 95 

 

Bank account: BE21 0015 3692 6503 

BIC GEBABEBB 

BNP PARIBAS      

Montagne du Parc 3 B-1000 Bruxelles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www. gam-asbl.com 
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CALI 

http://www.abc-latina.com/colombie/cartecol.htm
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These are the members of the local group who contacted GAM to request our support 

of their efforts to engage the community in the socio economic change in Cali.  

 
Member of the CFJP 
 

 
Name 

 

 
ID number 

 
PROFESSION 

P. Oscar Lopera  Consultant and 
Psychologist  

Darío Castillo Mantilla 91.206.763 Cali, Colombia Bussiness administrator 

Jorge Luis Aedo Jaramillo 16.630.972 Cali, Colombia Architect 

Madeleyne Zúñiga 66.858.916 Cali, Colombia Comercial Consultant 

Verónica Ortega Fernández 66.947.763 Cali, Colombia Teacher 

Amparo Calderón Guevara 38.982.516 Cali, Colombia Social worker 

Esperanza Fernández Vieda 31.946.657 Cali, Colombia Coordinator 

Elizabeth Romero 31.857.723 Cali, Colombia Psychologist 

María Mercedes López 31.875.771 Cali, Colombia Art teacher 

Aura Nelly Alzate Ramírez 31.968.762 Cali, Colombia Accountant 

Carlos Mario Yanguas 14.637.801 Cali, Colombia Professional danser 

Rocío Elena Sánchez 66.813.798 Cali, Colombia Artisan 

Alba Rocío Ramírez 31.838.237 Cali, Colombia Handcrafts teacher 

Clara Cruz de Kuratomi  21.070.736 Bogotá, Col Industrial engineer 

Carmen Conejero Izquierdo Religiosa española Fund. Color Esperanza 

Esperanza Fernández Cali, Colombia Fund. Color Esperanza 
 


